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Purpose	of	this	booklet	
	
Large	areas	of	native	forest	have	been	burnt	by	bushfires	during	the	2019-20	bushfire	
season,	from	farm	to	coast	across	the	Great	Dividing	Range.	And	the	fires	are	burning	still	as	
I	write	this	today	on	the	4th	of	January	2020.	Millions	of	native	animals	have	perished	–	from	
insects,	lizards,	birds,	frogs,	to	mammals.	For	these	huge	‘armageddon’	bushfire	impacted	
regions	to	be	recolonised,	nearby	populations	of	native	wildlife	will	need	to	survive	and	
thrive.		
	
There	are	over	300	native	species	in	Australia	using	tree	hollows	for	shelter	and	breeding,	of	
which	114	species	are	birds,	and	83	of	these	species	are	mammals.	There	will	have	been	a	
significant	loss	of	old	hollow-bearing	trees	throughout	the	burnt	zones.		It	is	expected	that	
some	birds	may	have	escaped	the	flames,	but	will	be	unable	to	breed	in	future	years	if	they	
require	tree	hollows	for	nesting.	Surviving	nocturnal	arboreal	mammals	will	similarly	
struggle	to	find	tree	hollows	to	shelter	in	during	the	day.	
	
This	booklet	series	has	been	compiled	from	existing	online	resources	to	enable	volunteer	
nest	box	makers	to	quickly	learn	how	to	make	nest	boxes,	for	the	species	that	occur	within	
their	region.		
	
I	have	collated	the	information	in	this	booklet	from	the	following	organisations	and	
resources:	
	
Birdlife	Australia:	https://birdlife.org.au/images/uploads/education_sheets/INFO-
Nestbox-technical.pdf	
	
Birds	in	Backyards:		
http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/Nest-Box-Plans	
	
Greater	Sydney	Local	Land	Services:		
https://www.wires.org.au/wildlife-info/wildlife-factsheets/Wildlife-Nest-Boxes-LLS.pdf	
	
East	Gippsland	&	Maffra	and	Districts	Landcare	Networks:	
https://egln.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Nest-box-booklet.pdf	
	
Wildlife	Preservation	Society	of	Queensland:	
https://wildlife.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/nestbox_instructions.pdf	
	
	
Compiled	by	Alice	McGlashan	
Facebook:	https://www.facebook.com/groups/nestboxtales/	
Website:	www.nestboxtales.com	
Sharing	stories	and	knowledge	about	nest	boxes	for	Australian	native	animals	to	encourage	
everyone	to	improve	habitat	for	wildlife.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Toowoomba	to	Sunshine	Coast	Bushfire	Zone	
	
For	the	bird	list	go	to	the	next	page	

		
	 	Mammals	 Entrance	diameter	 Nest	box	height	

Brown	Antechinus	 30mm	 2-4m	
Buff-footed	Antechinus	 30mm	 2-4m	
Subtropical	Antechinus	 30mm	 2-4m	
Yellow-footed	Antichinus	 30mm	 2-4m	
Feathertail	Glider	 30mm	 2m	
Greater	Glider	(V)	 90mm	 6-10m	
Sugar	Glider	 50mm	 4-8m	
Squirrel	Glider	 50mm	 4-8m	
Yellow-bellied	Glider	 80mm	 6-8m	
Microbats	 30mm	hole,	20mm	slot	 3-5m	
Brush-tailed	Phascagale	 50mm	 3-6m	
Common	Phascagale	 50mm	 3-6m	
Brushtail	Possum	 90-150mm	 4-8m	
Ringtail	Possum	 60-80mm	 4-8m	
Northern	Quoll	(E)	 		 		
Spotted-tailed	Quoll	(E)	 		 		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	



Toowoomba	to	Sunshine	Coast	Bushfire	Zone	Contd.	
		

	 	Birds	 Entrance	diameter	 Nest	box	height	
Barn	Owl	 150mm	 4-6m	
Masked	Owl	 150mm	 4-6m	
Sooty	Owl	 150mm	 4-6m	
Southern	Boobook	 150mm	 4-6m	
Powerful	Owl	 		 10m	+	
Australian	Owlet	Nightjar	 65mm	 3-6m	
Pink-eared	Duck	 150mm	 Near	water	1-3m	
Green	Pygmy-goose	 150mm	 Near	water	1-3m	
Australian	Shelduck	 150mm	 Near	water	1-3m	
Australian	Shoveler	 150mm	 Near	water	1-3m	
Chestnut	Teal	 80-120mm	 Near	water	1-3m	
Grey	Teal	 80-120mm	 Near	water	1-3m	
Pacific	Black	Duck	 120mm	 Near	water	1-3m	
Wood	Duck	 120mm	 5-6m	
Azure	Kingfisher	 75mm	 3-6m	
Forest	Kingfisher	 75mm	 3-6m	
Little	Kingfisher	 50mm	 3-6m	
Red-backed	Kingfisher	 50mm	 3-6m	
Sacred	Kingfisher	 75mm	 3-6m	
Blue-winged	Kookaburra	 180mm	arch	 5-10m	
Laughing	Kookaburra	 180mm	arch	 5-10m	
Budgerigar	 		 		
Cockatiel	 		 		
Glossy	Black	Cockatoo	 200mm	 8-10m	
Major	Mitchell’s	Cockatoo	 100mm	 5-7m	
Red-tailed	Black	Cockatoo	 200mm	 8-10m	
Sulphur-crested	Cockatoo	 150mm	 5m	+	
Little	Corella	 100mm	 5-7m	
Galah	 100mm	 5-7m	
Little	Lorikeet	 25-30mm	 		
Musk	Lorikeet	 25-30mm	 		
Scaly-breasted	Lorikeet	 55mm	 3-5m	
Rainbow	Lorikeet	 60mm	 5m	
Pale-headed	Rosella	 65mm	 2-4m	
Crimson	Rosella	 80-100mm		 5-6m	
King	Parrot	 Protruding	entrance	100-120mm	 6m	+	
Red-rumped	Parrot	 25-120mm	 5m	
Turquoise	Parrot	 80mm	 0-3m	
Grey	Shrike-thrush	 100mm	 3-6m	
Spotted	Pardalote,	Striated	Pardalote	 30mm	tube	 5m	
Buff-rumped	Thornbill	 		 		
Brown	Treecreeper	 50-70mm	 3-5m	
Red-browed	Treecreeper	 50-70mm	 3-5m	
White-throated	Treecreeper	 50-70mm	 3-5m	
Dollarbird	 70mm	 6-10m	
Tree	Martin	 30mm	 2m	+	

	



Nest	Box	How-To	Information	
	
Tools	and	materials	
	

• Marine	plywood	or	untreated	timber,	preferably	certified	sustainably	harvested	
wood	products	if	purchasing.		

• Hole	saw	or	jig	saw	for	making	entrance	holes	
• Hand	saw	or	power	saw	to	cut	the	panels	
• Screwdriver	or	power	drill	(best	to	use	screws,	not	nails)	
• Ruler/tape	measure	
• Pencil	for	marking	out	design	
• Sandpaper	to	smooth	rough	edges	
• Wood	screws	
• Stainless	steel	piano	hinges,	button	head	screws	
• Wood	shavings	or	wood	chip	(untreated)	for	bedding,	to	emulate	a	decaying	hollow.	
• Paint:	undercoat	paint	and	2	x	coats	of	a	pale	coloured	exterior	paint	to	improve	the	

durability	of	the	nest	box.	Pale	colour	suggested	to	prevent	overheating	of	nest	box	
occupants.	Avoid	dark	colours.	I	use	a	pale	grey	Flooded	Gum	colour	by	Dulux.		

• (optional)	Biscuit	joiners	to	increase	width	of	standard	100-150	x	25mm	boards.	
	
	
Installing	Nest	Boxes	
	

• Place	the	nest	box	away	from	human	disturbance,	busy	roads,	driveways	and	out	of	
reach	of	non-native	predators	such	as	cats,	dogs	and	foxes.		

• Install	in	a	location	that	is	protected	from	direct	sunlight	during	hot	summer	
afternoons	(east	to	south-east	side	of	tree).	

• The	installation	height	sweet	spot	is	4.5-6m.	Most	species	will	use	nest	boxes	at	this	
height,	and	a	tall	ladder	will	enable	easy	installation	and	access	for	monitoring	and	
maintenance.		

• Installation	within	the	cover	of	leafy	branches	is	preferred	by	many	species,	but	some	
species	do	prefer	open	aspects	for	easy	access.		

• Bats:	open	flight	path	access	required.	
• Tall	ladder,	ladder	holder	and	person	installing	the	nest	box.	

	
	
Monitoring	and	Maintaining	Nest	Boxes	
	

• Monitoring	is	important	to	enable	removal	of	feral	pest	species,	such	as	European	
bees,	Indian	Mynas	and	Starlings.		

• Annually	or	Bi-annually	checking	on	nest	boxes	enables	issues	to	be	fixed,	and	repairs	
to	be	made	so	that	animals	can	continue	to	use	the	nest	box.		

	
	



	



Nest	box	designs	
	
The	following	nest	box	designs	were	found	for	species	that	occur	within	your	bushfire-
affected	region:	
	

• Feathertail/Antechinus/Pygmy	Possum	
	

• Sugar	Glider	
	

• Brushtail	Possum	
	

• Ringtail	Possum	
	

• Owlet	Nightjar	
	

• Boobook	Owl	
	

• Pacific	Black	Duck	
	

• Grey	Teal/Chestnut	Teal	
	

• Kookaburra	
	

• Rainbow	Lorikeet	
	

• Red-rumped	Parrot	/	Little	Lorikeet	/	Musk	Lorikeet	
	

• Red-rumped	Parrot	
	

• Turquoise	Parrot	
	

• Crimson	Rosella	
	

• Pale-headed	Rosella	
	

• Grey	Shrike-Thrush	
	

• Pardalote	
	

• Treecreeper	
	
There	are	also	nest	box	dimensions	for	other	species	(not	all	within	your	area)	provided	by	
Birdlife	Australia	–	added	after	the	nest	box	designs.		
	

Happy	making!	
	

	





	



	



	



	



	







	





	
	



	
	



Turquoise	Parrot	nest	box	design		
From	‘Turquoise	Country,	Communities	caring	for	the	threatened	Turquoise	Parrot’.		
By	the	Goulburn	Broken	Catchment	Management	Authority	
	

	
	
	





	



	
	



	



	



	
	



Good	luck	and	enjoy!	



	
Included	are	designs	that	I	could	find,	for	the	species	that	occur	in	your	region.	There	are	not	
free	online	designs	available	for	all	species.	At	the	end	of	this	booklet	I’ve	included	Birdlife	
Australia’s	list	of	nest	box	dimensions	for	a	range	of	species.	I	would	recommend	taking	a	
Rosella	nest	box	design	-	included,	and	modifying	this	to	the	dimensions	for	your	desired	
target	species	in	the	Birdlife	Australia’s	list.	Any	dramas,	please	let	me	know.	
	
If	a	wide	range	of	all	designs	are	made	and	installed	nearby	and	within	the	bushfire	zones,	
there	will	be	a	good	amount	of	choice	for	all	hollow	using	species	to	select	their	homes	and	
nesting	locations	from.	That	is,	don’t	just	make	the	big	boxes,	or	the	medium	boxes,	make	all	
of	them!	The	off-label	species	will	also	use	these	nest	boxes.		
	
If	you	discover	some	more	useful	information	that	would	be	good	to	include,	please	message	
me.	I’ll	add	and	update	for	all	to	benefit.		
	
Thank	you	so	much	for	making	a	difference.	Our	native	wildlife	desperately	need	a	helping	
hand	to	survive	this	current	living	hell.	We	really	don’t	want	to	lose	more	than	we	already	
have.		
	
Every	little	tiny	bit	of	difference	made,	cumulatively	makes	a	big	difference	if	many	
participate.	Thank	you	so	much	for	your	contribution.	
	
	
Alice	McGlashan					
https://www.facebook.com/groups/nestboxtales/	
	
	
	


